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Thank you Professor Kakiuchi for your gracious introduction. | am
humbled and deeply honored by this the award. Its has been a great
honor and privilege for me to have worked with your NAIST faculty and
staff on this important and successful exchange program between our two
institutions. | remember when Professor Shinmyo first proposed the idea
of an academic exchange in 2001. | thought to myself, this could be a
very long and time consuming process but Professor Shinmyo’s
infectious enthusiasm and powerful vision for the NAIST’s future, gave
me the confidence that we could get the job done.

But I was not along in this effort. | had much help from my faculty
friends and administrators at UC Davis (whom | don’t have time to
mention by name today). | also had great support from the NAIST
faculty and administrative leaders. | would like to take this opportunity to
thank the following individuals:

President Isogai, (former Dean of GSBS, 2005 and organizer of the 2005
International symposium)

Former President Torii (signer of the general agreement)

Professor Yokota (first NAIST faculty to work on the working
agreement)

Professor Minato, Information Science (first NAIST faculty sponsor of
Mr. Thomas Chen, UC Davis’ first exchange student)

Professors Maki and Kohno, (started laying out the curriculum for the
student at UCD in 2004-5).

| know there are many others who work diligently to make this program a
reality and to all these unnamed individuals, | say thank you.

In looking back on the process leading up to today’s ceremony, my role
seems so insignificant. It made be think of the routine but powerful PCR
reaction that is conducted in so many laboratories around the world. In
this reaction, | wasn’t the template DNA, | wasn’t a primer, | wasn’t the
DNA polymerase, | wasn’t even a nucleotide triphosphate. Perhaps my
role could best be described as that of the simple divalent cation, Mg++.

In many respects, the honor you are bestowing on me today is more about
these young students and future scientists here this evening. It will be

this younger generation of NAIST students and faculty who will carry on
the values and research tradition of this institution and it will be you who



will finish the work that my generation began. The NAIST/UC Davis
academic exchange program is intended to assist you in your efforts.

So in closing, I would like to issue three challenges to the young
researchers in the audience this afternoon. First, pursue your research
with honesty, integrity and excellence. Do not let social, cultural or
political ideologies influence your experimental design, data analysis or
interpretation. Second, tackle the big scientific questions such as climate
change, pandemics, food shortage and the spread of chronic diseases in
developing countries. Life is too short to spend your time working on the
small problems. Lastly, in this complex, changing and highly
computational world, you must embrace complexity and have the courage
to walk naked in the garden of change — to be lost with confidence.
Don’t let pride or your own limitations (or the limitations of this fine
institution) determine the magnitude of your greatness. Seek out
synergistic collaborations that will amplify your efforts. Ask yourself,
what problem can we solve together that we cannot solve separately?

In the words of Information Science and Network theory — let your
contributions to society be proportional to the square of your
collaborations and let the power law drive the magnitude of your
greatness. In others words, my friends, be nonlinear, be scale-free. This
Is what it will take to make this a better world in the future.

Thank you for your attention and thank you for this great honor.

Raymond L. Rodriguez, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology
Director, Center of Excellence in Nutritional Genomics
University of California, Davis

Davis, CA
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