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I'd like to thank the committee for this
wonderful honor. This will be the precious
memorable experiences before leaving from Japan.
Our works is to clarify what are the factors dictate
the asymmetrical growth in plants. The best
example of asymmetrical growth in plants is the
climbing habit of twining plants. If you just
carefully observe the twining direction of these
plants you will find that the twining direction are
exist both left and right forms. Most of them never
change their twining habit, suggesting that genes
control this asymmetrical growth. Our laboratory
used the Arabidopsis (mustard family) mutants
which are twist in their body (normal Arabidopsis
is straight growth) to clarify the genetic
mechanism of this asymmetrical growth. The
analysis of these twist Arabidopsis mutants told us
that cortical microtubule is involved in directional
control of these mutants and also provide the
molecular explanation for the natural asymmetry
seen in tendrils, vines and other twisting plant
organs. Finally, I would like to thank to all my hero
that stand beside me, Hashimoto sensei, Wasteneys
and the member of Plant Molecular and Cellular
Biology. Because you are the wind beneath my
wings.
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