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Draft Press Release

Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Botswana and Nara Institute of
Science and Technology grant a license of high crop productivity technology to
Japan Tobacco Inc.

Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Botswana and Nara Institute of Science and
Technology have signed a license agreement with Japan Tobacco Inc. for licensing
the technology that will elevate productivity in a wide range of crops.

(Gaborone): 25 October, 2013 — The Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of
Botswana today, announced that it has jointly with Nara Institute of Science and
Technology (NAIST), a national university in Japan, signed an exclusive global
licensing deal with Japan Tobacco Inc. (JT), which has a world’s leading plant
biotechnology laboratory, to use a technology for drought tolerance and increased
productivity in monocotyledonous crops. The technology is related to a novel gene
found and isolated from a wild relative species of watermelon found in the Kalahari
Desert of Botswana through the collaboration between the Ministry of Agriculture’s
Department of Agricultural Research (DAR) and NAIST. This technology would
enable farmers to produce high yields under normal and/or drought conditions.
Furthermore, the technology could make crop production more efficient and save
water resources used in agriculture due to its ability to improve the root system.

For more information on DAR, please contact:

Dr Stephen Chite email:schite@gov.bw

For more information on NAIST, please contact:

Cooperative Research Division, k-sangaku@ad.naist.jp +81 743 72 5930

For more information on JT, please contact:

Media and Investor Relations Division, jt. media.relations@jt.com or +81 3 5572 4292

About DAR

The Department of Agricultural Research (DAR), is mandated to generate and
develop, improved crop and livestock production technologies through research to
promote a productive and environment friendly agricultural sector. Technology
generation is carried out at its strategically located research facilities across Botswana,
covering the major agro-ecological zones. To date the DAR has generated a
reasonable number of technologies that the farming community has adopted. The



DAR also provides research support services in seed production and certification, soll,
plant and feed analysis as well as genetic resources conservation.

About NAIST

NAIST was founded in 1991 as a Japanese national university consisting solely of
graduate schools in three integrated areas: information science, biological sciences,
and materials science. At present, about 1,000 students—14% from overseas—are
supervised by roughly 200 NAIST faculty.

About Japan Tobacco Inc. (www.jt.com)

Japan Tobacco Inc. (JT) is a leading international tobacco product company and also
actively presents in pharmaceuticals, beverages and processed foods. The
company’s revenue was ¥2.120 trillion (US$22,543 million(*)) in the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2013. JT's plant biotechnology business is independently managed from its
core businesses including the domestic and international tobacco, pharmaceuticals,
beverages, and processed foods businesses. JT does not apply this technology to our
product development conducted within those businesses.

*Translated at the rate of ¥94.05 per $1, as of March 29, 2013



